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Devotional meeting pulses with energy =) '?E‘t

NEW YORK, 28 November 2005 (BWNS)
-- The soundsof African drumsandsoaring
voicesburstout overa normally quietlower
ManhattanStreetlined with antiquedealers
andfour-story apartmenbuildings.

It wasarecentSundaymorningandthe
pulsatingenergywascomingfrom the New
York Baha'iCenterwherea drumcircle was
beingled by African-Americanmen,with
peoplefrom avariety of ethnicbackgrounds
joining in.
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) o Drummers send out energy and inspiration
The gatheringwas a striking exampleof anew during a Hush Harbor devotional meeting at

andgrowingfeatureof Baha'icommunitylife: :“i ’I:ew York Baha'l Center. Photo by Mike
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In this case the monthly eventalso offers a striking antidoteto the sometimessubtle,sometimes
overtsenseof racial segregatiorthat still pervadesAmericansociety.

Calledthe "Hush HarborDevotional,"the gatheringtakesits namefrom meetingsheld by slaves
who hungwet fabric on treebranchego stoptheir voicescarryingwhile they were prayingand
planningescapes.

"The wholeideais to extendthatideaof a safeplace,not just for black folks but for everyone
thatcomesto the devotional,"said Lloyd Lawrence oneof the organizers.

"l think we free peopleup from their own culturallimitations,” Mr. Lawrencesaid.

William Roberts,a keenobserverof the progresf the devotional,
saidmanynewcomersare surprisedhatthey feel so comfortablein an
5 environmenthatis led by African-Americanmen.

"In the largersociety,peopleare madeto fear black men,"said Dr.
_ ' Robertswho himselfis African-Americanandservesasa memberof
People from diverse the National Spiritual Assemblyof the Baha'isof the United States.

backgrounds are ] ) )
attracted by the spirit Dr. Robertssaidthatat the HushHarborDevotionalgatheringpeople
of the Hush Harbor are helpedto feel at easeto feel welcomedandembraced.
devotional meetings
at the New York
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"Many peoplewantto havea conversatiorwith God, feel the spirit of
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"They wantto havetheir soulsquickenedwith that spirit -- andcoming

into this kind of devotionalallows themto feel that spirit.”

Participantsare welcomedwith refreshmentsandinvited to stayfor lunch. In additionto
drummingandsinging,the HushHarborDevotionalalsofeatureshe chantingof prayersin a
wide rangeof languagesincluding Arabic, PersianMandarin,and Spanish.

The HushHarborDevotionalbeganaboutthreeyearsago. The ideacamefrom participationby
New York City Baha'isin the Black Men's Gatheringwhich areregulareventsthat were founded
by Dr. Robertsin 1987andhavecontinuedeversince.

The aim of thatgatheringwhich hasprovedan ongoingsuccessis to
changethe conditionsof menof African descentandhelpthemto
achievespiritual transformationThe useof the drummingcombined
with prayersbeganwith the Black Men's Gatheringandbecamehe
modelfor the HushHarborDevotional.

s

"The purposegof HushHarbor]is not to perform,it's not to read |nsi,ati;,na| prayers,
perfectly,but to pray,” said Dr. Roberts. music, and readings
create an uplifting

KennethRay,who organizeghe eventwith Mr. Lawrence saidhe atmosphere at the
thoughtit hadhelpedthe communityto understandts wonderful Hush Harbor
diversit devotional meetmgs_ in

y. the New York Baha'i

. . . . Center.

"Whenwe first started HushHarborwas mainly attractingthe African- > LARGER PHOTO
Americancommunity,but now it is inclusive of peoplefrom all > RELATED PHOTOS

backgroundsBaha'isandnon-Baha'isalike," Mr. Ray said.

Mr. Ray saidthe questionthe organizersattemptto answers this: "How manydifferentwayscan
we presenthe [Baha'i] Faithto asmanydifferentbackground®’

Oneof thoseattracteds P.J.Sancheza law student,who learnedof the Baha'iFaithinitially
from her motherandthenreadsomeBaha'imaterialonline. Shecameto realizethe New York
City Baha'iCenterwaswithin walking distancefrom her apartmentandso shedecidedto attend
a devotionalgatheringthere.

"I wasstruckwith the inclusive natureof the worship," Ms. Sanchez
said.

"| felt asif everyonewasactively participating,ratherthanjust
listeningor respondingdoy rote as| havefelt in otherforms of
worship,"shesaid.

~

Organizers of the

Hush Harbor "The lack of clergy andthe lack of a scriptor plan-- the lack of ritual,
devotional meetings: | suppose- for the devotionalmadethe worshipfeel muchmoreself-
Lloyd Lawrence (left) directedandorganic,asif it wasspringingup naturallyfrom the hearts
and Kenneth Ray. andmindsof the participants.”
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Ms. Sanchezsaid shewasalso struckby the diversity of the

participants.'There seemedo be a muchwider variety of raceandclassthan| haveusually
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foundin variousreligions,andeveryonemingledtogetherwithout the formation of cliques,”she
said.

"Everyoneparticipatedn the devotionalin a way thatfelt comfortableto them-- shoutingout or
not, movingaroundor not, prayingin Englishor in Spanish-- andthis wasrespectedy all of the
otherparticipants.

"The musicalnatureof the HushHarbor Devotionalseemedery uniqueto me. Insteadof music
beingan interludefrom prayer,it wasthe modeof prayeritself. | foundthis to only enhanceahe
wordsbeingsaid.”

Ms. Sancheattendedh discussiomaboutthe Baha'iFaith that followed the lunch andwasableto
askaboutthe variousformsof worshipin the Faith. Shesayssheis interestedn learningmore.

Oneof the coreactivities of Baha'isaroundthe world is to increasethe
efforts madeto hostdevotionalgatheringsandto enhanceheir quality.

The HushHarborDevotionalis now seenasan exampleof how to
reflect on positive aspectf one'scultureandto bring thatto the rest
of the Baha'icommunityandthe populationat large.

) Participants in the
"Really what'shappeneds we'vewitnessednenwho havebeen Hush Harbor

marginalizedn their communitystepforward,"” Dr. Robertssaid. devotional meetings
at the New York

"It allowedthemto know thatbeinga Baha'idoesnot meanyou have Baha'i Center.
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to put asideyour culture,your way of doing things,"he said. > RELATED PHOTOS

Mr. Ray saidthatthe devotionalprovidesmanywith a differentunderstandingf diversity and
worship.

"It's away for everyoneo expresdhis or her spirit -- it's aboutthe full participationof everyone
in theroom," he said.

"We seekto touchpeople'shearts.If people'sheartsare affectedthenHushHarboris servingits
purpose.”

(Reportby Stephanie/accaro.)
(Photograph&y Mike Relph.)
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Related Photos

Drummers send out energy and inspiration during a Hush Harbor devotional
meeting at the New York Baha'i Center. Photo by Mike Relph.
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- _ People from diverse backarounds are attracted by the spirit of the Hush Harbor

http://news.bahai.org/story.cfm?storyid=409 Page 3 of 4



BWNS: Devotional meeting pulses with energy 12/03/2005 01:09 PM

devotional meetings at the New York Baha'i Center.
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Inspirational prayers, music, and readings create an uplifting atmosphere at the
Hush Harbor devotional meetings in the New York Baha'i Center.
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Organizers of the Hush Harbor devotional meetings: Lloyd Lawrence (left) and
Kenneth Ray.
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Participants in the Hush Harbor devotional meetings at the New York Baha'i
Center.
> LARGER PHOTO

RSS Feed m Copyright 2005, Baha'i International c:tn’\mu-nity | About the
Baha'i Faith | Contact Us

http://news.bahai.org/story.cfm?storyid=409 Page 4 of 4



